A Deeper Experience
DAY 5—THE PRIVILEG E OF PARTNERSHI P
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become
new” (2 Cor. 5:17).
When I gave my heart to Jesus at age 19, my whole life changed. Bible study and prayer became my daily companions. I looked
forward to attending prayer meeting, Bible study groups, Sabbath School, and church—anywhere that the Word of God was
presented and testimonies were shared. I hungered for more and still more of Jesus. The more Christ filled me, the more my
taste in music, entertainment, clothing, everything, changed! My Sabbath School teacher, who was very dear to me, used to
say that when we fully give ourselves to Christ, consecrating our lives to His service, we will “no longer fashion [ourselves]
according to the former lusts, but by the faith of the Son of God [we] will follow in His steps, reflect His character. . . . The
things [we] once hated [we] now love, and the things [we] once loved [we] hate” (Steps to Christ, p. 58, emphasis supplied).
I found this to be true. A desire bloomed in my heart to tell everyone I could that Christ loved me and forgave my sins, that I
was clean and precious to Him. “No sooner does one come to Christ than there is born in his heart a desire to make known
what a precious friend he has found in Jesus; the saving and sanctifying truth cannot be shut up in his heart. If we are clothed
with the righteousness of Christ, and are filled with the joy of His indwelling Spirit, we shall not be able to hold our peace. If we
have tasted and seen that the Lord is good we shall have something to tell” (Steps to Christ, p. 78).
Where could I begin? I didn’t have the slightest clue how to share with others, so I prayed and asked God what I should do. I
was impressed, “Freely you have received, freely give” (Matt. 10:8). This was easier said than done. What do I tell them? I
thought. During my devotions, I found this quotation: “They [the demoniacs] bore in their own persons the evidence that Jesus
was the Messiah. They could tell what they knew; what they themselves had seen, and heard, and felt of the power of Christ.
This is what everyone can do whose heart has been touched by the grace of God. . . . We can tell how we have tested His
promise, and found the promise true. We can bear witness to what we have known of the grace of Christ. This is the witness
for which our Lord calls, and for want of which the world is perishing” (The Desire of Ages, p. 340). I waited for the Lord to give
me opportunities to witness for Him.
I was working as an office receptionist when breaking news came across the television screen, alerting us that a terrible
hurricane had struck the U.S. state of Florida and was moving north along the Atlantic coast to the Carolinas. As we watched
the broadcast, Ginger, one of my co-workers, asked, “What is happening? Things are just crazy!” I blurted out, “Jesus is
coming!” I hadn’t been working there long and was surprised that I answered so matter-of-factly! I quickly made my way back
to my desk. Soon, Ginger came to the front where my desk was and plopped herself down in a chair. She said, “So, tell me
about this Jesus-coming stuff. I want to know!” Prayerfully, I gave her a brief Bible study on the signs of Jesus’ second coming
and shared how I prepared my heart to know Him as a Friend and be ready to meet Him. I then extended the invitation to her
to do the same. The Lord opened a door, and I chose to walk through it.
God has given me the privilege of working with Him for nearly 40 years. I’ve been a Bible worker; taught Bible at an Adventist
boarding school for six years; preached in front of thousands of people in the Philippines; shared my testimony before
hundreds of high school students during weeks of prayer; and conducted seminars for women’s retreats, camp meetings, and
churches. These have all been wonderful opportunities to share what God has done, but the most effective way to win souls
for the Master is by coming close to people through the tender touch of compassion, by meeting their needs and winning their
confidence. Then you can invite them to follow Jesus.
“Those who wait for the Bridegroom’s coming are to say to the people, ‘Behold your God!’ The last rays of merciful light, the
last message of mercy to be given to the world, is a revelation of His character of love. The children of God are to manifest His

glory. In their own life and character they are to reveal what the grace of God has done for them” (Christ’s Object Lessons, p.
415).

SUGGESTED FORMAT FOR THE PRAYER TIME
Praise
• Lord, we praise You that You have changed us. We are new creations!
• We praise You for the security we find in You (Isa. 49:16).
• We praise You for the daily mercies You show to us.
Confession
• Lord, forgive us for when we have not shared our faith because of fear.
• We confess that we need Your strength to witness effectively.
• Lord, please point out areas in our life that keep us from being a positive witness for You.
• Forgive us, Lord, for not revealing Your character of love to others.
Supplication and Intercession
• Lord, please refresh the hearts of all those in ministry who are weary. Remind them that they are doing Your will.
Please let them see the fruit of their labor, even if it is only one soul.
• Lord, we remember our Sabbath School teachers. Please let them know how important their work is for our children.
•
Lord, we seek your guidance for the many Centers of Influence, health and family programs, and Pathfinder clubs
around the world.
•
We pray that more and more young adults will get involved in Mission to the Cities.
•
We pray that You will help us love and nurture new members.
•
Lord, please show us how to send more truth-filled literature (printed and electronic) into our communities. We pray
that people will read it and that the Holy Spirit will convict them of Bible truth.
• Lord, we ask for Your protection over missionaries working in dangerous places.
•
Please raise up literature evangelists, student volunteers, authors, media specialists, and financial supporters to
spread words of hope and life.
• We pray for our lists of seven names. Please work powerfully in these lives. We claim 1 John 5:16.
Thanksgiving
• Thank You that You answer our prayers according to Your will.
• Thank You for using us to share with others!
• Thank You, Lord, that Your promises are true and trustworthy.

SUGGESTED SONGS TO SING
“Lift High the Cross” (SDA Hymnal #362); “I Love to Tell the Story” (SDA Hymnal #457); “Trust and Obey” (SDA Hymnal #59)
PROMISES TO CLA IM AS YOU PRAY
• “For the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say” (Luke 12:12).
•

“So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I
please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it” (Isa. 55:11).

•

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason
for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear” (1 Pet. 3:15).

